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Mission Statement: To increase public awareness and understanding of Mahatma Gandhi,
his unique role in world history and his commitment to truth, nonviolence, service and Justice;
and to encourage nonviolent resolutions of conflict among individuals, communities and nations.

Sanctuary
My journey to be a part of the First
Unitarian Church Sanctuary Movement
was a stumble into a world that has
enriched my life and given me more
than I could possibly ever give. I had
just retired and was still a little shy of
getting involved in anything after 25
years as a Social Worker. I remember
hearing stories of groups of people
heading to the airport to say goodbye
to those who had lost all their appeals
and were being deported.

by Maggie Laun

and not return to Honduras, where an
ex-boyfriend was threatening her life
and her livelihood. She had exhausted
her appeals, due, she says, to an
incompetent lawyer and was being

has stood for justice, not just for
herself, but for others fleeing terror.

Vicky is following a long tradition of
Sanctuary, which is an offer by faith
communities to provide safe havens to
those experiencing violence. Sanctuary
was provided to African-American
slaves escaping via the Underground
Railroad, Jews fleeing Nazis, and
conscientious objectors during the
Vietnam War. Modern-day Sanctuary
began in the United States in the 1980s
to provide shelter to more than 13,000
I attended a dinner for a food Co-op at
Central American refugees fleeing war,
the First Unitarian Church and saw a
death squads and torture. The First
friend of mine sitting at a door; it
Unitarian Church of Salt Lake City
didn’t seem to have anything to do
deported.
She
is
sacrificing
her
own
continues this tradition and joined the
with the event. I asked what she was
needs and desires to protect herself and New Sanctuary Movement in January
doing. She informed me that the First
her children.
2018. If you are interested in more
Unitarian Church was providing
information or being involved in the
sanctuary for a family from Honduras:
Sanctuary is confinement; it is
New Sanctuary Movement,
a mom, a 6-year-old girl and a 6restrictive. In any Sanctuary, the person nationwide, check this website:
month-old baby. She was watching the
in Sanctuary is the decision-maker
www.sanctuarynotdeportation.org.
door. I tumbled into that world.
about his/her life and is the center for
For more information about this
the movement for justice. In this
church, the Salt Lake City Sanctuary
I had never thought that sleeping in a
respect, Vicky has taken this
Movement, and how you can support
church was a form of civil
charge. Though it is difficult, she has this movement locally, contact The
disobedience, but that is what the staff
given countless interviews, hosted
First Unitarian Church, www.slcuu.org
of the First Unitarian Church, an 11press conferences and helped organize or 801-582-8687.
member Steering Committee, a core of
rallies that she cannot even attend. She
about 60 volunteers, and a backup of
around 200 volunteers is doing to
provide 24-hour sanctuary to Vicky
and her two children.
On January 30 of this year, Vicky
made a decision to keep her family safe
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organizing committee of
March for Our Lives, SLC

Adopt-A-Future -- Schools In Refugee Camps
Imagine this: a camp of tents in the desert of Kenya, and 186,000 refugees from 14 countries. Many have been
stuck here for decades. Dealing with minimal infrastructure and donated food, the residents wait for resettlement
and new lives. And they wait.
More than 22 million refugees around the world, having fled conflicts, persecution, and human rights abuses, live
in camps like this. Children are born and grow up in these tent “cities.” The first camp in Kenya was established in
1991 after refugees fleeing the civil war in Somalia started to cross the border into Kenya. A second large influx
occurred in 2011, when 130,000 people fled drought and famine in southern Somalia. During the 27 years of
Kenyan refugee camps, other refugee crises have caught the world’s attention and resources. Although the Somali
refugees have become less visible, their needs have not diminished! Every day, new children are born in the camps.
In Dadaab, 1,000 new babies arrive every month. So the need for education will continue indefinitely.
Because of the critical need for education, the United Nations Association of the USA (UNA-USA) has made
supporting schools a priority. It has instituted
the Adopt-A-Future campaign to raise money
for schools for refugee children and has taken
responsibility to support 60 schools in the
Kakuma and Dadaab camps in Kenya. The
Utah chapter of UNA-USA has committed to
raising $30,000 for one of these schools.
The Gandhi Alliance for Peace has committed
to sponsoring fundraising projects and
raising funds for the next five years, both for
the Kenyan school and hopefully for refugee
education in other areas as well.
What will the money do? Well, currently
these camps have one teacher per 103
students. They have one book per seven
students. So money is needed to help train
teachers (providing work for adult refugees),
maintain schools, develop curricula, provide
supplies and uniforms, and encourage girls
and boys to finish schools.
How can you help?
Please support refugee schools by making a
tax-deductible contribution to the United
Nations Association of Utah, directing it to
“Adopt-A-Future.” Your funds will be
matched by the local foundation Telemachus
and also by an international foundation,
Educate a Child Foundation. That means that
your donation will be quadrupled to meet
child refugee educational needs!
And please join us at a joyful musical
fundraiser on November 13, 2018 A diverse
group of choirs and performers will entertain and engage you at 7 p.m. at All Saints Episcopal Church, 1716 S.
Foothill Dr., 84108 Salt Lake City. See you there!

2018 Gandhi Peace Award for Student Organizers
This year’s Gandhi Peace Award will be given to the March For Our Lives, Salt Lake City, Organizing
Committee. March for Our Lives, Salt Lake City (MFOL SLC) is a student-led movement committed to
“working with community and legislative partners to make meaningful changes that will honor the
lives that have been lost, and protect future generations from the shadow of gun violence.”
This movement is dedicated to opening dialogue, encouraging engagement and peacefully
marching to encourage safe gun legislation.
Here is their general statement:
We recognize that gun violence is a multi-faceted issue, and are therefore focusing on a threepronged legislative solution.
 We demand that military grade assault-style weapons be kept out of the hands of civilians.
 We demand that background checks be expanded to close the gun-show loophole.
 We demand that waiting periods be implemented between the purchase and pick-up of a gun.
And, above all, we demand that our leaders listen to the cries for change from America's students.
In addition to six award recipients whose comments are highlighted below, five more recipients are
Abena BakenRa, Pavell Aspararouhov, Han Johnson, Saida Dahir and Isaac Reese.
Wilhelmina Graff: My introduction to standing up for
what I believe in began with
my family. They took me to
rallies when I was in elementary
school and that started me on
a path that eventually led me
to become involved with MFOL
SLC. Gun violence prevention
has always been important to
me and the need for better
regulations became abundantly clear when my
family was nearly harmed in a gang-related shooting
in front of my house. Besides writing to my
representatives, I took a more passive approach to
supporting gun control until I saw my friend Liz Love
and the Parkland students organizing in their
communities to end these preventable tragedies. My
peers and my family have greatly influenced me to
become more involved in my community.
I deeply appreciate the respect we have (mostly)
been shown by older generations, but I encourage
everyone to take action themselves and get
involved rather than leave the task of gun control

entirely up to my generation. I look forward to voting,
continuing to fight against gun violence and using
my voice to speak out against injustice.
Natalie Reese: I currently live
in Orem, Utah. I was born in
Virginia, but moved to The
Netherlands shortly after and
spent eight years there. I am
proud to be an American but
part of me will always be
Dutch. In eighth grade, my
family and I travelled around the world for a year.
We went to all seven continents and 35 countries. We
even got to see Gandhi's home in India which was
an amazing experience! I will be a freshman at BYU
this fall studying political science and jazz. After my
bachelor's degree, I plan on getting a master's
degree in international relations and law. I love music
and play the baritone saxophone, alto saxophone,
bass clarinet, and piano. I've been involved with
March For Our Lives SLC since February and have
loved being able to work and advocate for a cause I
so strongly believe in. My mother works for the Center

for Women and Children in Crisis and I have also
enjoyed helping the organization. I recently started a
group called Utah Youth Advocates which does
service projects in our community I love being able to
work with others and advocate for causes and issues
I believe in. Working with March For Our Lives was
one of the most rewarding experiences from high
school. I've met so many great people, especially
teenagers. My experience advocating for safer
schools and ways to decrease gun violence
strengthened my desire to study political science at
the university and to continue working on issues I
care about.
Margaret Flynn: I am proud
to have served as one of
the lead organizers for the
March For Our Lives SLC. I
remember sitting in my third
period on February 14,
staring blankly at the dozens
of news updates about the
Marjory Stoneman Douglas
High School shooting. The mood surrounding this
event was different from shootings in the past; we
weren’t just horrified with what happened, we were
angry and fed up that it happened again. Only a
few days later I ended up going to a meeting with a
handful of other students who were distraught with
the event, and who were inspired to make changes
to prevent future tragedies. I felt the need to
demand that myself and my fellow students across
the United States would feel safe and protected in
the classroom. We worked to put together clear
policy changes we wanted to see implemented. We
also encouraged people of all ages to stay up to
date on the policies of those running for office and to
make sure they voted. The core of our movement is
peace. Peace between parties, peace between the
government and the people, and peace within the
classroom. I was lucky enough to get the chance to
meet and work with all of the amazing kids and
teenagers who took their lives into their own hands
and I will continue to support this movement and
work towards that peace; not through hope and
empathy, but through action and policy.
Ermiya Fanaeian: “Activism
is the rent I pay to live on this
earth”. That Is my favorite
quote by Alice walker, and
a quote that I live by when it
comes to my activism work.
When the marginalized are
silenced I must be their

voice, when students can no longer stand for
themselves because bullets have been thrusted at
them I must march for them. My work with March For
Our Lives and every other organization that I work for
has always been centered around the peaceful
teachings that activists before me have taught. In my
work I have been committed to bringing the
marginalized out of the margins, unabashedly
accepting our differences, and leading in unity.
Elizabeth Love: I began working
in gun violence prevention
nearly 3 years ago when I was 15
years old. After Sandy Hook,
which happened when I was in
the seventh grade, I was terrified
to be in school. I was terrified
that something would happen to
my second-grade sister. I was
terrified to go to classes near the
school's entrances. I didn't understand why the
government wasn't doing anything to make us safer,
and eventually, at 15 years old, felt like I needed to
get involved. For two years, I worked with the Gun
Violence Prevention Center. On their board, the
person to whom I was closest in age was nearly 60. I
thought I was one of the only young people that
cared about this issue. I was so wrong. On March
14th, one month after the shooting in Parkland, I held
open the front doors of my school as what seemed
like the entire student body streamed out. More than
1500 kids walked out of class to protest the inaction
around gun violence. 10 days later, our studentorganized march clocked in as the biggest recorded
demonstration in state history. Everyone, including
myself, who thought that the young people were
apathetic, was wrong. For us, apathy is not an
option. We will have to save ourselves. But I am
hopeful. I hope that by the time I have my own
children in school, they will never have heard the
words 'school' and 'shooter' in the same sentence.
The will have never have hidden under their desks for
a drill, or worse. They will be safe, and they will have
peace.
Aurora Allen: I am a freshman
at Westminster college as a
biology major on a premed
track. I rock climb, read, draw,
and volunteer with various
organizations
including
political campaigns. I was
born and raised in Utah, so when I had the
opportunity to work on March For Our Lives SLC I saw
it as a way to better my home.

Does Nonviolent Resistance Work? Yes!
by Kristen Rogers Iverson
In Pakistan, a group of young people are using the
power of nonviolent action for change.
Ever since the U.S. “War on Terror” began, Pakistan’s
Pashtun
people
have
suffered
harassment,
scapegoating, disappearances, extra-judicial killings,
and repression of civil rights—both from the Pakistan
security forces and the Taliban. Taliban violence has
destroyed villages and lives, while the government
forces have killed or arrested thousands on suspicion
of insurgency. Although people of Pakistan are terrified
to speak against the military, young Pashtuns have
formed the Pashtun Tahafuz Movement (PTM)
meaning Pashtun Protection Movement to demand
justice nonviolently. No group in Pakistan’s history has
been so courageous in speaking out against the
suppression of rights.
PTM activists have been leading nonviolent protests
around the country, demanding that the government
investigate military involvement in extra-judicial
killings and disappearances. They also want
checkpoints and landmines removed from their
homelands, compensation for property losses they
sustained during the Army-Taliban struggle, and other
rights. At these protests, women hold up pictures of
missing family members and protesters sing anthems
of freedom.
The leader of the movement, Manzeer Pashteen, urges
his followers to stand with their hands behind them
and to contain their anger if the police attack them, or
even if the police shoot. He wants the whole world to
know that this is indeed nonviolent resistance.
Unfortunately, it is hard for everyone to contain
emotions. At one of the protests, some participants
threw stones, and the security forces responded by
firing into the crowd, killing and wounding several.
Although the government has agreed to many of PTM’s

demands, it has also cracked down on the dissidents,
detaining and torturing them, and forbidding media to
cover the movement. Pashteen responds: “They can
use all the propaganda they want against us, but at the
end of the day we will continue to post whatever we
like on social media.”
Does nonviolent resistance work? Yes! We can see that
in Pakistan, where conditions are improving as a
result. Also, the PTM’s work has inspired people
around the world. In Pakistan and elsewhere, it has
helped create solidarity and courage to use
nonviolence for change. Yes, it works! A study of
insurgencies from 1900 to 2006 showed that
nonviolence was twice as effective as violence in
creating positive change.
This story was written using stories from The Christian
Science Monitor, CNN, and Nonviolent Conflict News.
=======================================

Think of Others
by Mahmoud Darwish
in Almond Blossoms and Beyond
As you prepare your breakfast, think of others
(do not forget the pigeons’ food).
As you wage your wars, think of others
(do not forget those who seek peace).
As you pay your water bill, think of others
(those who are nursed by clouds).
As you return home, to your home, think of others
(do not forget the people of the camps).
As you sleep and count the stars, think of others
(those who have nowhere to sleep).
As you express yourself in metaphor, think of others
(those who have lost the right to speak).
As you think of others far away, think of yourself
(say: if only I were a candle in the dark).

Satyagraha Sanskrit: सत्याग्रह; satya: "truth", graha: "holding firmly to") holding onto truth or truth force
– is a particular form of nonviolent resistance or civil resistance. The term satyagraha was coined and
developed by Mahatma Gandhi (1869–1948). He deployed satyagraha in the Indian independence
movement and also during his earlier struggles in South Africa. Satyagraha theory influenced Martin
Luther King Jr.'s and James Bevel's campaigns during the Civil Rights Movement in the United States, and
many other social justice and similar movements. Someone who practices satyagraha is a satyagrahi
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BUZZ FROM THE BOARD
Farewell, Sharon Odekirk!
Sharon names names! She fondly remembers
Jeanette's love for Gandhi. She mentions Quentin whose place on the Board she
assumed after his death. She recalls Chef Melcomian introducing her to his
delicious cucumber-yoghurt dish at the Adopt A Minefield fund-raising dinners
(U.N. program). She asks "Remember when" Board members sat around Rolfs
table stuffing newsletters into envelopes, adding address labels and stamps? Now,
she continues, we are with Adopt A Future (U.N. program), and we use a mail
service. She describes her special calling as honoring her great respect and
affection for Deb Sawyer and GAP by committing to them total, unwavering
support. You're a tough 14 year-long act to follow, Sharon! Best always!
Farewell, Kristen Iversen! Kristen stepped smartly into Allan Smart's big shoes,
joining the Board soon after his departure in 2015. A collective Board sigh of
relief and gratitude greeted her, for she brought excellent editorial background
with her and agreed to edit The Peace Advocate. She is passionate about the work
of GAP and hopes to continue her support in ways other than serving on the
Board. A rather well-kept secret about Kristen is another of her passions—that of
making PEACE MUSIC! A dedicated therapeutic musician, she sings and plays
harp and guitar. Best always, Kristen!

Gandhi -- Hundred Years Ago:

In March 1918, Gandhi led a satyagraha (truth-insistence) on behalf of peasants of Kheda, India protesting
unbearable British taxes in the milieu of crop failure, draught and plague. While in April, he appealed for a
nationwide hartal (civil disobedience) protesting the enactment of the barbarous Rowlatt Act which indefinitely
extended the emergency measures of preventive indefinite detention, incarceration without trial and judicial
review. However, violence broke out and for the first time Gandhi had to suspend the satyagraha calling it his
Himalayan miscalculation. Gandhi realized that a peaceful agitation could only be led by trained satyagrahis.
In 1918, Gandhi fought for the rights of the textile mill workers of Ahmedabad, India. Here for the first time he
introduced a new method of arbitration - fasting. Gandhi felt this method eliminated violence and the compulsion
which may be present even in peaceful struggles. `I fasted to reform those who love,' stated Gandhi. After
considerable arbitration and negotiations, the mill owners agreed to the demands.

